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CONNELLY: Jack McEwoy
returns in his new ook

BOOHK REVIEW

Murder

for our
Times

TiM RUTTEN

The Seareerow
A WNienral

Michas] Connally
Little, Browm; 436 pp., $2709

The nosals and short storles
we corveniently plgeonhole 6s
“wenre [etlon” aften are 1he
tripwires of our literature’s so-
elal eonselousnegs,

It"s wnsurprising, therefore,
that the frst fictional work to
takee the rewspaper industry’s
aponizing decling a2 1ts back-
drop 12 & rrvstery, nor thet ks
guthor, Michael Connelly, 1= a
onetime erime reporter who
gpent the last years of his princ
career al the Los Angeles
Times. He's one of the mesters
ol conbermporary arimmne fellon
with a Stekhanovite work ethic
Lnat must heve dellghted his
eity room editors as muoch &s it
naw does his leglons of fAns.
“The Scarecrow” is his 20th
pavel and 2186 book slnes 1HEE,
Its alse his best work sines
“The Popt™ I3 years aga and pe-
vhves that bestselling novel’s
maln daracter, nNewWspaper po-
liee reparter Jack MeEwvay,

Back then, McEvoy was toll-
g fior Denver's Rocky Mown-
tain Mews — now elosed, asthis
new book acknowledyes — and
since has published a bestsell-
Loy true orime boak and been
hired onito the staff of the Los
Angeles Timees al a big salary.
These days, that's 1ike having &
large target pamted on your
baclk, amnd “The Soarecroy™
opens  with MecEvoy belng
called Intn @ supercillons as
gietant managing editors of-
fice and glven notlcs that he's
belng 1aid off — with a two-
wesl grace period to trmin his
replacoment, 8 newly minted J-
sehaal grad with dewy cheaks
and an ability to file with equael
supeiclality b every onllne,
broadesst  and  hand-held
“platform” hrdginahle

McEvoy sgrees to the ar-
rangement, partly because he
nesdy the checlos and partly be
cause e hopes 1o convey Lo his

[Hee Connally, Pade 135]
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IN 1880: Barachk Obama, an Oecidental College student, brought the hat and cigarette as props for the photos

Freshman year

He’s president now. Then, he was just trying to be cool.

By MikeE BoEHM >»> A public that wants to know everything about Barack Obama
can thank Lisa Jack for a glimpse of what the future president was like when he was
just another college freshman trying to cut a figure in this world — with a partly un-
buttoned Oxford shirt, a big Panama hat and pufls of cigarette smoke as his props of
choice for projecting that coveted aura of post-adolescent conflidence and
cool. 9 Obama can thank Jack for keeping the roll of photographs she took of him in
1980 out of circulation until he was elected. Nine were firet published in Time maga-
zine's December “Person of the Year” spread on Obama; now 21 of the 36 photos, plus a
blow-up of her original contact sheet, make up “Barack Obama: The Freshman,” an
exhibition opening Thursday at M+B Gallery in West Hollywood., T Jack rummagead
for the long-ignored negatives in her Minneapolis basement early in 2008, after it be-
came clear Obama was a serious contender for the presidency. The callow kid kicking
back on a couch in a living room near L.A.'s Occidental College, where he and Jack
were students, may not have been the image the Obama campaign wanted to project.

“I’ [See Photos, Page D#E]

m sure Hillary would have paid a fortune tor them: ‘ls

Tm sure Hillary
would have
paid a fortune
for them: “Is
this who you
rant picking up
the phone at
3am.?”’

Lama Jack,

whose photos of & young
Barack Obang ane

itk b+ B Gallery
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Bolh skillz
will eome into foous tonight
when Pregident Obama ar-
rves in LA for a huge fund
raizer on behalf of the Demo-
aratic Party, with many of the
InduEtey’s heavy Iitters In
attendance, Far those not ak
the top althe food chain, there
will he tickess avallahle Ina
rahgs of prlees for the event at
the Beverly FHlLon — some al’
them even less than Lekers
Noor seals.

Yes, it will take $30,400 —
don't ask how anybody camse
up with that mamber — for &
awple b dine adth the duled
soremative. Bk you can atfend
a reception for only &1,000 &
persom, and &2 50 gets yoo
VI seatlng wihile sou Ligtben to
“AameErienn Tdal™ aharm amnc
Crecar winner Jenndher Hud-
som and Earth, Wind & Flre
'IZIEt'fI.'II:'I'I'.I. ASSUENInE you're ona
et ke averyone algs vou can
=kip the high-ealorie dinner,
spare your wallel —and 5111
shiow your support for the
D as they gear up for Lhe
midterm eleetions.

The Beverly FIHIS evenl 5
expected to ratse &t least
23 millon and follows a slmllar
wiali the president. whtended in
[hdianagsells May 17, after ke
comtroversinl ok aeell resehred
comurencenent address at
Fortre Dy, Just for the
resord, and to show the rela-
thve diflerance in Live cosd of
living — and giving — between
G-Fls and e Mdwest a
couple could sttend the India-
napolls dinner for less than
half the price — $15 00 —
which s encugh ol a diseount
to make it almost worthwhile
to put up with thelr weather.

Both dinners wre part of
Uhama's persenal effort to

[Sea Cansa, Pags DR]

If there are
two things

ONTHE MEDIA
Says who?
[t’s not so
transparent

JAMES RAINEY

Aloat ha- P,
torkenl mmberi Tox 'Eﬁ-?'_-}_
als note that Td
Lhe Rorsevedl A ?
Baom in the L. PR
While Housa L ]
hes no win- ;oo i
doras. Bl p i
makes sense %
Lthal 1Te Oha-

ma administeation choses the
location for & somewhat
apeaue brieflng on the sele
thati I:lfﬁl.ir".‘-]'El:l'l": Conart ndml-
mee Somin Sotomayor

While the president Lntro-
thared the appellats fodae
before the bright light= 6nd &
bank al cameras, his handlers
inststed an hour leter on con-
tinulng an wnlforbanate pead-
tice of past administrations —
reveallng detalls of presldaen-
tial decisions om the hush-
Tiash.

That meant iviting o cou
ple af dozen peparters noe the
winddorwless Roeerelt Room,
Where the presidents men
pronilsed enlightenment, but
only to members of the medla
whio promised not to dentify
the two “gentor administration
oilleials” glving the Tirleflng,

The 3 minutes of “back-
grouand” e A that ensued
helped the media 6l in a fow
delalls of Lhe chales — thal
Sotomayor met for scven
Tiuwrs Last week wilh admlnls-
tration officials, for example,
and that Obama pegered har
sidy omoas the preferned
cholee — bt revealed no par-

[=ee Madis, Paga D7)




