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PHOTD OP: Occidental students pose with a cutout of Preside st Obama after viewing his January 2008 inaugura-
tion. Although Ubame ateended the colloge, he graduated from Columbia University,

A bounce from Barack?

A rise in enrollment at Occidental College, where the president
spent two years, brings speculation about an Obama eftect.

Lamey Gornan

8 1t an Obhama bump?

[% Freshman @nrgllment at Oeeld
dental College skyrocketing  be-
raase i certakn young rrn from His
wall started college there 30 years

AEa7

Or b= it just the unintended conse-
quence of an Insuranss plan of sorts by
admissions afficcrs trying to protect the
LA68-student campus In uncertain eco-
nomic times?

Whalever Lhe reasan, Oecldental Ool-
lege, A liberal arts school in Esgle Rock. is
expected to enroll a freshman class of
whiomat, BE0 this fall up 1 students, ar
21% — [roamn last year

Experts suy an Inerease of thak skee ks
unuzual durlng  healthy financial =ea-
song, bet alons g resession inoahich
families are more cautious shout PEYINE
nearly SHLMN & year [ uileon, room,
board and fees at. & private college.

Many people al. the campaus and inthe
wider college sdmissions world eite the
publledty Oecldental has reeeived In the
last year as the school where President
DA, then knawn as Barrsy, sbadled for
tao years before transforring to Colum-
128 Tnlversiy.

Oixy has promabed that Q-0 connec
Llon, even creating T-shirts noting the co-
Imiclenes of the sechool's address gt 1600
Campus Boad and the Wiite House loca-
ticn at 160 Pennsylvnia Awve

“T domT think there 18 any doabt Oxy =2
getting & bump from the president,” sald
Bill MeClintick, president of the Metional
Agan for College Admisslon Coungellng,

MeClintick sald such enrollment in-
ereases have oocurred occaslonally al
wvarious colleges, usually linked to athiet-
bes Lol he and ofhers call the *Flukls
Effect.” The term refers to an upsurge in
Boston College applleations after s
rquarterback Domag Fhabie musde a famoas
Hall Mary pass In the last sesonds af &
4 game agninst the Universiy of M
aiml. Boston trivumphed and Flutle wsent
on towin the Helsman Trophy

“There is some sort of rock star effect
when samething positive happesns to a
place and they get a bump for at least &
weR of B, ™ MeClinbiek: sald.

Oreeidental Admission Dean Vines Cu-
g gald he eould nol. gquantily any Oha-
mg cffect,

B, “It ecertalndy hasol huet owr
case,” Cuseo said. [ think it Taizses the im-
fge and publle relatlons Tar for the Insk
tatlon when you hoves o recognized fgurs
connected with your eollege, But the reg-
song for choosing o school are far more
complex than one mdividual, even it he
hapgens to e the president. of the Unkted
States”

Various fctors may henee conbribated
ta the rise, gecording to Cuseo. First, Oe-
tidental pecelved a record 013 applica-
ticns, up 4% from last year, ard that may
b relabad Lo Obaie, be sail,

Then, as many colleges did this year in
cage the recpggion seared shudents soay,
Orecidental sccepted more spplicants
ITsan wsual, 43%, compared with 383 Lasl
wetr But Ino surprise, the eollege's visld
rate — the ratio of accepted students who
degiche to attencd — rose from T10% to 2495

Many Incormlng freshieen satd Oba-
s atbendiagnes=, from 1979 to 1501,
helped attract them to the college. (Some
Praem gutsids Callfornin coneeded that
cthey hadnt heard of the sehool before
lask year, and at Oest thought mistakenly
that it might be a dentistry academy,
“Cry-Drenlal ™)

Zeck Del Rosario of Mew York City
sald the Obama Hok boasted Oooldental
ghoye other schools that seeepted him,
Lrludingg the Tnlversily of San Dlego and
Clark  Unbersity In Massachusetts
“Bince he has heeh someons [ admired 8o
rrmacky, the idea of wallking on the sme
ground he walked on and going to the
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STUDENT DAYS: While attending Oecidental College in 1880, Barack Oba-
W Ei | |.ILI5E':| for Liza Jas k, whs was Hl-l.l.-ﬂ_\'u:u.; |.1~|'|I.ILI.I|..'.'|.'-.1].-|'|_1.'.

“The idea of walking on
the same ground he
walked on and going to
the school that he
attended is definitely
inspiring me.’

— ZacK DEL RosaRIo,
Therkdantal Spplicant

schaol thet he attended s defmicely in-
splring frne,” Dl Resark sald.

Timothy Glen of Chicago said the col-
lege’s Las Angeles losatlon, Intlmate
spale and ethnically diverse student
Body, aleng with a chanes Lo play Divislan
[1I besketball, attracted him Then, he
sald, the Obhams Betor helped him ax-
plain to relithves why be chose o lesser
knowr gchaal oyver TS0 and the Unlver-
slty of INinds

“They think ' Barack went there, then
thewy  matomatically trost Crecldental,”
CRlen sald. “They think, “Tiis Kid 18 trying
to do something, He is following in the
gteps of the president of the Tnited
States.” ™

Robbie Thomes of Washington, DL,
lowever, sakd hat even though e sup-
ports Obeama, the president s attendance
al Oocldental had naliilng bo do with his
choiee of the school.

“1 thlnk I8 & Ltike ridiculous et the
eollege plays it up He spent two pears
there but really graduated from Oolurm-
hig,” said Thomas, who was booking for o
California liheral arts college with a

gtrony International studles progranm
Mlepmwtille, oeer at that other Oluma
alma mater, a8 Columbia  University
spokesisan said he did nol think (e 1%
increase in application mambers this year
eould be altributed to Obama earning a
bachelor'’s degree there in 1983 before
leading Lo ITarvard Law Bchieal. Calumm-
hig, the spakesmen said, has hed stepdy
Inereages Ior Lie Lask few vears.
Deeldentals Cused insisted that be
did not set owt to enroll & muel blgger
Freshman class and sald he was warrked
that the fﬂl:LI][:.- mught. e angry about
teaching mars crowaded courses
Howewer, the callege will galn 8 gtill-
undeterminsd ammant of exktra tulkion
aned dorm revenue even after it doles out
e Ananckal Ald han wsaal and hilres
gakditional adfunct faculty, officials seid.
The college 18 alsos Fortunate Bo have
enough dorm space for the newcomers; it
pened a new 27-bed dormltory et year
ared recently removeted older coes, offi-
lals sakd
Cugeo and athers sald any Initinl dis
pruntlement about the size of the incom-
Ing ¢liss spsed when professors reglized
that the money Wil help awvold the pay
ks and lapofs thist some other schonls
ATE fa-:uw,. That showld be & rellef to the
cpmas’ new president, Jonmthan Veiteh,
g forrmer dean st the Mew Bohoal in New
Yok Coty, as e Deglns s tenure July L
Oceidental palitics professer Hoger
Boegcie, whom Ofsama has elled a3 a
mentor, predicts that the school s Ohama
D nce will last “as lang a5 he |8 a papular
president. * Boesehe also seid the campus
Wiks Sure Lo aseloome e exira money
“It's hard In this economy to be very
wpget alout this,” le said.
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Data system
to curb child

abuse

County supervisors
will study a new
attempt to help
agencies share
information.

GARRETT THERGLF

Hesponding oo 4 lomg-mne-
ning pattern of child altnase
deaths that might have been
prevented, Los Angeles County
supervisors Tuesdey will con-
#lder a menewed atbermpl b
cEse  commuanication BITHLE
agensles thal deal with teou-
bled familizs,

The proposal calls [oroan
intedinked computer spstem
that would expand child abuse
investigntors’ mhility to pooess
records showlng a [anualy's
arirmirugl poluentiomal  and
medlcal  historles,  ncloding
aritbep]  clues about dimgers
faced by children.

Chlld advacales e
pushed for such reforms for
make dan 18 years, Lo Hide
avall. One computerized ap-
praach adopbed years ago [as
proved lergely ineffeetive, with
aven Il managers saylng lew
investizntors use it Other pro
posals have sumply langulshed,
with county leaders demand
liE 1o Codloss-thircaatn.

The newest proposal, ntoo
duced by Bupervisor Mike An-
tomovich, comes two weslos of
ter an article i The Times de-
talled  Bow cofarmmanleptlon
breakdowns among  warious
agensles plaved a key role In
deaths thet hed been nvesti-
galed by child wellare offtclals.

The story depicted several
ciges datlng as ar back as MR
in which ageneies friled to talk
to one ancther about clear
wiming signs such as domes
tle wlolence, criminal oonvie-
tions, mental Hness amd par
ents  wihe  themselves were
abmsed as children

“(hild welfare i the shared
respeonsibllty of all county de-
DATTITHENES, Ron-county agen-
ales  And cormmmuanlty-Dasaed
partners sorving the family,”
Anlanavich sald In a preparaed
statemenit.

“Tiies 15 of the esdenee and
this antomated system will sig-
nifi=antly improve the coumnty’s
ability to kentify, prevent and
treat incidents of child abuse
and neglect,” he spid

The Improvements, howey-
&, Ere Tt 0 saeening g some
child advocates would like

Supervisar Fev Yaroslavsloy
has balked Bt changes that he
fears would viclate famllies”
DTIVRCY.

is urged

latimes.com
‘childdenths

Tlmes reporters Garmetl The-
rolf and Kim Christensen are
axamining fallures Ty LA,
County to mondtor children in
the syatem who are at risk for
abapse, View the snkirs In
nocents Betrayed serles, n-
cluding stories, phobos and
Eraphics, online.

As part of a compromise,
the new system woild not in-
¢lude detalled medical, menlal
health or school district histo-
reg, Ingtead, W would indieale
possible eoncerns and  sllow
alulld akaase Investlaabors Lo eall
the agenoy holding the records
to request more information.

“Protecting kikis from hirm
and neglect st e our Lo
pricrit”  Yarcslovsky  sid
“and our ablity to do that akb-
sehatedy depends on full particl
pation oy all our departments
Lo engure Lhat declglon-makers
DRI BIWEYS aseess the most ac-
aurabs Informualien avallaile”

The plan lays out & firm 18-
manth tlmetable and calls for
quarterly reports on its prog-
e

Infprination  from schaal
distriets, private hoeplbals and
v enforeement agencies
would be loaded nto the gys-
e amd thee informuytdoem would
be algned with the risk factors
that ekl abnase Drovest lators:
conslder,

Agkad I he was conlldent
the plan would save lives, Dep-
wly County Chisl Executlve Ml-
guel Bentans  seid,  “Abso-
Tubely.”
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L.A. budget

Despite oppostbion,
City Council OKe plan
to offer workers early
retirermeants. PAGES

Metrolink plans
Pl'l.'&-|r||.'|1-l.4:l:'] |:'&-_'.' last [all's
fatal erash, the rail
agency Lakes o slep
tovrard ]:I:I.I"'i.I::IH its o
Lrain arews. PAGE 4

Flap over flag
Votorans' display of an
upsidie=-doan flag as a
pratast doesn't st amel]
weith VA officials. rAGRE
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