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Matthew Pillsbury and Ryan McGinley, 2 Photography shows not to miss...

The Matthew Pillsbury show, "Elapsed", at Bonni Benrubi Gallery, and the Ryan McGinley show,"I Know Where the

Summer Goes," at Team Gallery both open tonight!

These two young hot photographic artistic talents work in so completely different ways and their images are on opposite

extremes of the contemporary photographic spectrum. One using cerebral, dusty old world, black & white photos of long

studied quiet settings, and the other working in blazing firecracker colors where he perfectly captures that instant of

irreverent exuberance of today's butt naked youth culture.  Also, One show is in an elegant dignified uptown gallery

established over 20 years ago, and the other is in a hip trendy SOHO gallery, well at least it's not on the art world's bleeding

fringe, The Uber Chic, Lower East Side!  Such huge differences.. but MAO loves them both. They perfectly frame the quickly

changing world of contemporary photographic art today.. and we're so excited to see these 2 shows.  Now if we could only be

both up and downtown at the same time tonight!

First.. Matthew Pillsbury, Elapsed at Bonni Benrubi Gallery. As most MAO readers already know... we're totally crazy

obsessed with this young up and coming photographer..

We've written about Matthew's work before,

he's won some big prizes, and we continue to

be totally amazed with Matthew's thoughtful

B&W time-laps images. Here is part of the

galleries note about the new show..

(Photo #1,Matthew Pillsbury, Arteries, Nerves

and Veins, Royal College of Surgeons,

London, 2007)

This show expresses Pillsbury's continued

interest in the relationship between humans

and their technology. Incorporating the

screens of television, cellular telephones, and

computers as his primary artificial light

source, Pillsbury's scenes are depleted of

solid human forms and we are left with their

ghosts. Using long exposures and a large

camera the non-human elements of each

image reveal themselves in greater detail than

the people they belong too. Each player on

these carefully designed stages of life evokes a sense of isolation to the viewer and we find their interconnectedness only

in what they have "plugged into." Pillsbury has gone beyond the interior personal space and has taken on public spaces

where we see ourselves moving anonymously through our world: blackberry's in hand, mere ghosts. It is truly time

elapsed.

Also, Matthew has a website worth checking out as well. The show is up at the Bonni Benrubi Gallery on 57th street till May

31st.

The Ryan McGinley show, "I know where the Summer Goes," is at the Team Gallery in Soho.

OK, I know.. We at MAO have blogged on and on, about how much we love the work of young photographer Ryan

McGinley.  But this artist just keeps living up

to all the MAO hype potential.. and it looks
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to all the MAO hype potential.. and it looks

like he's delivered once again!  From what

we've seen so far, Ryan is showing additional

growth in his artistic vision and signature

style.

Here's a exert from the gallery show

announcement..

Ryan McGinley’s “snapshots” have been

evolving steadily since his guerilla show at

420 West Broadway in 2000. In the

intervening eight years he has moved away

from an artistic practice that was the soul of

casual and towards an elaborated production

schedule that raises the ante on “being

there.” McGinley has gone from being

perceived as the hottest young photographer in town to being considered a serious artist with a rare gift for creating

enduring color photographs — photographs that show us the best of youth. 

The title of this exhibition, taken from an early B-side by Belle & Sebastian, is more than just a piece of poetic musing.

McGinley does, in fact, know where his summers go. In the summer of 2007, for example, he traversed the United

States with sixteen models and three assistants, shooting 4,000 rolls of film. From the resulting 150,000 photographs,

he arduously narrowed down the body of work to some fifty images, the best of which are on display here at the gallery.

The inspirational images for the project were culled from the kinds of amateur photography that appeared in nudist

magazines during the 60s and early 70s. McGinley would sit with his models and look through all of the ephemera of

the period that he had collected, discussing with them the mood that he was hoping to capture that day. McGinley had

chosen a very specific itinerary that would bring his troop through the incredible range of landscapes that are available

across the US and carefully planned a battery of activities, sometimes orchestrating the use of special effects. He has

always been quite fond of fireworks and fog machines and in this new work they play a major role.

The very artificial constructedness of the project allows for situations in which the models can both perform and be

caught off guard. The resultant pictures of nude young men and women playing and living in the great outdoors are

innocent yet erotic, casual yet calculated.

(photo #2, Ryan McGinley, Question Mark, 2007-8, c-print, available in only one size, 30x40, edition of 3)The McGinley

show is up at The Team Gallery in SOHO until May 3rd.

Don't miss these 2 Shows!
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Sales at the Armory Fair look good so far..

Collectors are cautious but still buying at The Armory 2008 Art Fair.

So far we've gone to both The Armory and The Pulse fairs.. and while we at MAO have been wrongly slandered labeled as

the main evil soothsayer for the coming of the Art Apocalypse, we are very happy to report the contemporary art market is

NOT crashing yet.

We directly witnesses lots of over highly priced art

works getting swooped up by well known collectors. 

On Wednesday afternoon we personally know
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